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Most of us were taught how to make money, and some of 
us have been taught how to invest and grow our assets, but 
very few of us have been educated on how best to give it 
away to achieve our philanthropic goals.  Although every 
gift counts, some methods of giving are “smarter” than oth-
ers, enhancing the value to both the charity and the donor. 
 
Making charitable contributions from your estate not only 
helps define your personal and family legacy, but in many 
cases, they can provide benefits to you now and to your 
heirs later.  Some planned gifts provide lifetime income for 
you, some provide immediate tax advantages and many 
provide tax relief for your heirs, too.  Additionally, planned 
gifts commonly direct funds to charitable organizations that 
you choose instead of to the government upon your death. 
 
This issue of THE DONOR DIFFERENCE is dedicated to 
planned giving -- using estate planning to achieve your 
philanthropic goals.  Of special interest is the first of a 
three-part column from Woody Young, a nationally recog-
nized financial adviser and OU alumnus.  He’ll get you 
thinking about what you can achieve through thoughtful 
planning.  Estate planning shouldn’t be scary, but rather an 
opportunity to help define your legacy. 
 

 

 Planned giving donors recognized through George Lynn Cross Heritage Society 
 

The University of Oklahoma has created a special organization to recognize 
those who have indicated their intentions to support OU with a gift from their 
estates.  The George Lynn Cross Heritage Society honors those who have cre-
ated an enduring legacy through their thoughtful giving. 

 
As the seventh president of the university, George Lynn Cross presided over 
a period of extraordinary growth and initiated changes that had many long-
term benefits for future generations of students and faculty.  It is fitting, then, 
that the organization that carries his name honors those forward thinking do-
nors who continue the tradition of planning for the long term. 

 

The Donor

APRIL /  
MAY 2004 

 

George Lynn Cross 
 


